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Final Beast Empire 
(Sermon Notes)           By Warren Zehrung       1/9/2016 

 

We are in for some very deceptive days just ahead of us.  I’m speaking about religious deception.  I 
see politicians lie and lie again continuously – and people continue to empower them.  It is so 
aggregating and confusing. 

But the Bible tells us that men are coming on the scene that will have the power of Satan motivating 
them.  How can we be able to deal with that spiritual deception?  It is real – and it is at the door.  How 
will we be able to survive?   

It will be only by the power of God’s Spirit and the grace of God—and by keeping our nose in the 
Bible.  There is no short-cut.  We must do everything to stay close to God. 

Please realize that the Bible refers to multiple end-time “beasts.”  It is very confusing – and there are 
many explanations that have been brought forward.  Could the Beast and the false prophet be alive 
and functioning right now?  I think so.  

When we see a man calling fire down from heaven, how will we know whether he is true or false?  
The False Prophet is going to call fire down from heaven.  But, Elijah, God’s true Prophet, did the 
same thing (1 Kings 18:36-38).  

Revelation tells us that at the time of the end, a religious personality will appear and deceive the 
whole world by means of miracles.  People want miracles—don't they?  Because miracles convince 
them that they are right—doesn't it? This man is referred to as "another beast" in Revelation 13:11. 

Revelation 13:11  And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like 
a lamb, and he spoke as a dragon.   

He is called, "the false prophet" in Revelation 16:13; 19:20; 20:10.  

Revelation 16:13  And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and 
out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet.  

Revelation 19:20  And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles 
before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that 
worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. 

Revelation 20:10  And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, 
where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night forever and ever. 

The False Prophet receives supernatural power to do things like call fire down from heaven 
(Revelation 13:13).  

Revelation 13:13  And he doeth great wonders, so that he makes fire come down from heaven on the 
earth in the sight of men, 

This man will wield tremendous religious influence, and inspired by the dragon, he will successfully 
persuade most of the world to worship the first beast (Revelation 13:12).  His words – his lies – will be 
demonic words (Revelation 16:13-14). 

Revelation 13:12  And he exercises all the power of the first beast before him, and causes the earth 
and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed. 

Satan is the real source of power for the Beast who is beyond human control, and dangerous—
especially to the true saints, who he seeks to devour. 
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The end time is prophesied to be full of deceptions (Matthew 24:11), and the elect brethren will not be 
totally immune to being deceived (Matthew 24:24; Mark 13:22).  It will take spiritual insight to see 
through the deceptive façade and recognize Satan's agents for who they really are  
(2Corinthians  11:14-15). 

Worldly religious men are unable to decipher the intent of God’s prophecies – because it requires 
God’s Holy Spirit to understand.  Today we will look at one prophecy in particular – and it is the one 
that God has revealed to us through Nebuchadnezzar’s dream in Daniel 2. 

Definition: An Empire is an extensive set of territories under a single supreme authority. (or leader) 

The world is blind to the truth of God’s prophetic revelations. We are rapidly losing our right to 
freedom of religious expression here in the United States.   

But did you know that in Jerusalem it is forbidden for the men of Judah to worship on the Temple 
Mount?  That is because the Temple Mount is under Islamic control.   

That is nothing new!  The Muslim community of Jerusalem has managed the Temple site without 
interruption for hundreds and hundreds of years.  One source I referenced said that the Muslims have 
been in control of the Temple Mount since the Crusades. 

The Crusades were medieval military expeditions made by Europeans to recover the Holy Land from 
the Muslims in the 11th, 12th, and 13th centuries. 

As a Catholic I was taught that we had won those battles against Islam – and yet, they prevailed over 
Jerusalem and the Temple Mount – and continue to do so. 

I was surprised to grow up and learn that Thomas Jefferson’s Barbary Coast wars (1801-1805) 
against the Barbary Pirates of Tripoli War were indeed wars between the United States and North 
African Muslims--the "Barbary States.” 

How much will the Muslims figure into end-time events? 

We have had a preoccupation with the “beasts” of the Bible. 

Most of the time when the Bible uses the word beast, it simply means an animal—as in a beast of 
burden—a donkey for instance. 

But there has been an obsession by some artists to depict the beast of revelation in religious artwork.  
I do not think that this is particularly constructive, and in fact could be counterproductive for some.   

For example, if you are waiting for the emergence of a terrifying beast that looks just like the one on 
the cover of the August 1984 The Good News magazine, you are not going to recognize the Final 
Beast Empire that is going to engulf the entire world.  That beast on the cover of The Good News 
looks somewhat like a Hollywood depiction of a stainless steel – prehistoric spade headed 
Triceratops dinosaur on a leopard’s body with wild animals’ heads and horns coming out all over the 
place – standing in the ocean surf.   

An interesting fact is that the pre-historic Triceratops lived only on the North American continent – and 
never in the Middle East.  It makes great art, but it does not help us understand what we are to be 
looking for in the Beast.  

Who is going to recognize the Final Beast Empire?  Everyone on earth would be terrified of that 
fearsome monster traipsing and tramping across continents, but the truth is that the vast majority of 
mankind is going to be a part of this Final Beast kingdom that is even now shaping up.  We have 
come to a pivotal time. 
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Since Herbert W. Armstrong died 30 years ago, (January 16, 1986), world conditions and geopolitical 
relations have changed drastically.  There is new information, cultural and religious movements, 
population changes, and other factors that need to be considered in the way we understand 
revelation.  

Our Received Prophetic Narrative from the Worldwide Church of God, of the end-time European 
nations, could use some scrutiny if we are to be able to recognize events for what they really are.     

We are seeing China’s and the Pacific Rim’s ascendancy, the sunset of the United States’ supremacy 
and hegemony, all under the increasing threat of a world reaching Muslim caliphate.   

We know that the king of the south pushes at the king of the north – and what ensues.  We know 
that Muslims are rapidly migrating into Europe in unprecedented numbers.  How much do the Muslim 
peoples figure into end-time events?  An immense clash of religions and cultures is on the verge of 
taking place.  We could easily be caught off-guard.   

Our Received Prophetic Narrative is not measuring up to what we once expected.  Perhaps at the 
very last moment there will be a European backlash against a Muslim refugee invasion, but that does 
not answer all the prophetic questions. 

Europe used to be considered a “Christian” nation.  Today, Europe is aggressively secular, yet our 
Received Prophetic Narrative firmly anticipates a Europe being fully under the control of the Roman 
Catholic Church’s False Prophet at the end.  

We have long assumed that the Beast would be aided and abetted by a Roman Catholic False 
Prophet – more than likely, the Pope.  If that is a correct narrative, namely a Roman Catholic False 
Prophet then there must be a plausible means by which a secular Europe becomes a Roman 
Catholic Europe again.   

How can a European Final Beast Power not be Catholic in nature—but perhaps include a growing 
Muslim population?  Is there any evidence to support such a major shift in our paradigm?  

Keep in mind that the coming Radical Islamic Caliphate has as much veneration for the Catholic 
version of the “Virgin Mary Mother of God” as the Catholics themselves do.  Mohammed was taught 
by Catholic monks to have a special veneration for the Blessed Virgin Mary in Heaven. 

Could the Final Beast Empire contain a strong Islamic element?   I’m concerned that if circumstances 
do not shape up the way we’ve always thought they would, some brethren could find themselves in a 
precarious position.  We might be expecting the wrong thing.  

The allure, the drawing power, of the Final Beast Empire is going to be nearly overwhelming—and 
add to that the signs and wonders, and there exists a lethal mixture.  We need to be able to recognize 
the Final Beast Empire when it arrives in full force. 

God is going to make it evident for those who know and love God, and keep His commandments and 
have the testimony of Jesus Christ—they know.  The world will not know! 

2Thessalonians 2:8  And then shall that Wicked [one] be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with 
the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:  

2Thessalonians 2:9  Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs 
and lying wonders,  

2Thessalonians 2:10  And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because 
they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 

What is the Truth?  We must know it!  The world will not know!  Jesus said so in: 

Matthew 13:14 And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah, who said, By hearing ye shall hear, and 
shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive: 
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Matthew 13:15 For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their 
eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and 
should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them. 

So, the people of the world are blind to the truth of God’s revelations, but not us.  Notice what Jesus 
says: 

Matthew 13:16 But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear. 

This tells us that the world cannot put it all together, but we, brethren, who know the Plan of God, are 
able to understand the end-time sequence so much better.  We must be careful because a single 
wrong assumption can throw us off terribly.  Paul said it this way: 

1Thessalonians 5:2  For yourselves know perfectly that the [end-time] day of the Lord so cometh as a 
thief in the night.  

Let me ask you a question Brethren.  Who could actually call off the radical jihadists threatening the 
lives of everyone; beheading Christians all around the world? 

Not the Pope; the radical Islamic terrorists would not listen to him. 

Not a German chancellor; Who would listen? 

Not the Secretary General of the United Nations—No!  

Who could order all the Radical Islamic terrorists – worldwide – to stand down and desist?  Only the 
leader of the Islamic world – the Muslim Caliph, who is the Islamic political and religious leader of 
the caliphate—or the Mahdi the prophesied redeemer of Islam, he could cause hostilities to cease. 

Something like that is going to take place!  For a short while everyone will believe that world peace 
has been achieved. 

1Thessalonians 5:3  For when they shall say, Peace and safety; (pause) then sudden destruction 
comes upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape.  

1Thessalonians 5:4  But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a 
thief. 

The point is that God intends for His people to know!  …No one else.   

Let’s look at Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream. 

During such times of tumult and upheaval as these are, we who have been called by God begin 
looking for events to start lining up with what we understand of prophecy about the time of the end, 
and it is right and good for us to do so.  Let’s take another look at what God has revealed about the 
Final Beast Empire.  What are we to learn from the dreams and visions God has sent? 

Daniel 12:4  But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: 
many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased. 

We are seeing mass refugee and illegal immigrant migrations that threaten the stability of national 
economies.  Does that count for “many shall run to and fro?” 

The unprecedented eruption of personal computers and the World Wide Web (WWW) came about 
after the death of Herbert W. Armstrong.   Does that count for “knowledge shall be increased?”   

What does runaway massive debt, unparalleled migrations of peoples, and fanatical worldwide 
jihad portend? 

What special significance does the beast have to do with the saints in the last day?  We need to know 
– these things are in the Word of God.  Daniel showed that God's Kingdom will come to this earth.  
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Daniel 2:28  There is a God in heaven that reveals secrets, and makes known to the king 
Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter days.  

Brethren, we can know what Daniel saw – because it was sealed up until now – “closed up and 
sealed till the time of the end” (Daniel 12:9). 

We will see in Daniel 2 that the first gentile empire that ruled over the holy land was Babylon.   

Assyria, before this, did not rule over the Promised Land.  They were left out of Nebuchadnezzar’s 
dream – even though they conquered Israel – and carried away the 10 northern tribes of Israel.  

The symbolic beast of Revelation has everything to do with world empires.  Many know that the Final 
Beast Empire is also represented as “Babylon the Great” (Revelation 17:5).   

Traditionally, the Church of God has kept a sharp eye out for the rise of a powerful political and 
military leader in Europe, an heir to the Roman Empire, allied with the Roman Catholic Church.  That 
identification is based on certain interpretations of the prophecies found in the book of Daniel.  In 
particular, Nebuchadnezzar's dream in Daniel 2, and Daniel's vision in chapter 7, are frequently 
seen as parallel prophecies.  

This view then influences the understanding of the Beast in the book of Revelation, and the 
conclusion was reached that Rome will rise again as world-ruling empire.  Consider for a moment 
how much our view of the present world, as well as where we assume things are going, is ultimately 
dependent upon the strange dream of a pagan king almost exactly 2500 years ago.  

What if we have overlooked something?  What if new information is coming to light?  How would that 
affect what we should be watching for?  Nebuchadnezzar's dream is told by Daniel in Daniel 2: 

Daniel 2:19  Then was the secret revealed unto Daniel in a night vision. Then Daniel blessed the God 
of heaven.  

Daniel 2:23  I thank thee, and praise thee, O thou God of my fathers, who hast given me wisdom and 
might, and hast made known unto me now what we desired of thee: for thou hast now made known 
unto us the king's matter.  

Daniel 2:28  There is a God in heaven that reveals secrets. 

Daniel 2 represents the great world-ruling kingdoms with the first starting in Daniel’s time.  

Nowhere does Daniel 2 mention "Four" kingdoms. 

There are other characteristics that we will look at with regard to the end-time beast… – it is said to 
have great iron teeth; it devours the whole earth, it tramples down (that is what feet do) and breaks 
in pieces. 

Daniel 2:31  Thou, O king, saw, and behold a great [metallic] image. This great image, whose 
splendor was excellent, stood before thee; and the form thereof was awesome!  

Daniel 2:32  This image's head was of fine gold, his chest and his arms of silver, his belly and his 
thighs of bronze,  

Daniel 2:33  His legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay.  

So we see that each section of the body consists of a different material.  Five in all.  Notice that the 
characteristic of the Final Beast Empire before Christ’s return is that it is part iron and part clay.   

Each different section and element together represents a subsequent kingdom or empire.  Then, 
Jesus Christ returns and destroys the Final Beast Empire!!!  Daniel gets ahead of the story here and 
gives us the final ending when Jesus conquers all and sets up the Kingdom of God – and then Daniel 
will get back to interpreting Nebuchadnezzar’s dream. 
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Daniel 2:34  Thou [Nebuchadnezzar] saw till that a Stone was cut out without hands, which smote the 
image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces.  

Daniel 2:35  Then was the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces 
together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away, 
that no place was found for them: and the Stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and 
filled the whole earth.  

Verse thirty-five is a prophecy of Jesus Christ obliterating the Final Beast Empire, and all that has 
gone before—and establishing the Kingdom of God over all the earth.  The Stone of verse thirty-five 
represents Jesus the Messiah, who will establish His Father’s Kingdom over the earth and will 
subjugate all other authorities.  

Genesis 49:24 calls the Messiah the “Stone of Israel,” and it is in the prophetic context of God 
strengthening the peoples of Joseph in the “last days.”  

Psalm 118:22 likewise prophesies, “The Stone which the builders refused is become the head stone 
of the corner.”  

Isaiah 8:14 says “He will be as a sanctuary, but a Stone of stumbling and a rock of offense to both the 
houses of Israel, as a trap and a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.”  

The fact that the stone was “cut out without hands” illustrates that no human effort was involved—it 
was solely an act of God.  The divine Stone strikes the image upon the feet of iron and clay, which 
are broken into pieces (Daniel 2:34).  

The Hebrew equivalent of the Aramaic word translated “broke into pieces” means to beat or stamp 
something very small, such as into powder or dust, and frequently is used to describe an idol being 
demolished. 

Exodus 32:20  And [Moses] took the [golden] calf which they had made, and burnt it in the fire, and 
ground it to powder.  

That is the same word.  It shows that at His return, Jesus is going to grind the kingdoms of this earth 
to powder. Thus, complete destruction of the image—and what it represents—is pictured. 

The stages and materials in Nebuchadnezzar’s image represent kingdoms, or empires, as we see in 
the interpretation that God gave to Daniel: 

Daniel 2:36  This is the dream; and we will tell the interpretation thereof before the king. [It is God’s 
interpretation] 

And so Daniel explains Nebuchadnezzar's Babylonian or Chaldean Empire (625-538 B.C.) and a 
succession of world empires (ruling over the Promised Land) depicted by different metals composing 
the giant image. 

Daniel 2:37  Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, 
power, and strength, and glory.  

Daniel 2:38  And where-so-ever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the 
heaven hath he given into thy hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou [Nebuchadnezzar] 
art this head of gold.  

Gold is the most noble of all the elements. Daniel, in interpreting Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, tells him 
that he is represented by the head of gold, which defines the first of the five stages of his dream, and 
its associated material component—head of gold.  

God decreed that Jerusalem be taken by Nebuchadnezzar, and He further decreed that Babylon 
would the dominant empire on earth—for as long as He willed it.  
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According to Josephus, Babylon under Nebuchadnezzar ruled over Egypt, Syria, modern Lebanon, 
Spain, southeast Europe, India, Arabia, and all of North Africa, in addition to the Holy Land in 
Palestine, and thus his conquests surpassed all that of the Assyrians, Chaldeans and Babylonians 
who lived and reigned before him.  

Only those gentile powers which controlled Jerusalem are shown in Nebuchadnezzar’ dream—right 
up to Jesus Christ who’s right it is to rule from Jerusalem.  

In short, the image in the dream is a representation of the "times of the Gentiles," which is God’s 
punishment that will last until the Stone smashes them, and the entire system of Gentile dominion is 
blown away like chaff. 

Though Nebuchadnezzar’s empire was of great extent, it was not of long duration, ending during the 
life of his grandson Belshazzar—prophesied in Jeremiah 27:7. 

That gold head was the first empire in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream. 

Daniel 2:39  And after thee shall arise another [The second kingdom in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream] 
kingdom inferior to thee. 

The metal composition of Nebuchadnezzar’s image becomes less valuable as we move from the 
head downward.  But, even as the relative value of the kingdoms decrease, the relative strength of 
the metal increases. As time proceeds through history, the splendor decreases but the ability to 
wage war and terrorize the world increases.  Nebuchadnezzar—the head of gold—was an absolute 
ruler whose word was law.  

However, during the time period of the chest and arms of silver, Darius the Mede did not have the 
same absolute reign that the Babylonian king had.  For instance, he lacked the ability to free Daniel 
from the lion’s den because he was constrained by a Medo-Persian law, which once written, could not 
be changed (Daniel 6:8).  This Medo-Persian empire also ruled over Jerusalem. 

That chest and arms of silver was the second empire in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream. 

Daniel 2:39  …And another third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth.  [The third 
kingdom is numbered – but not all of them are numbered.] 

Then comes Greece—the belly and thighs of bronze—was an aristocracy based on individual merit 
rather than birth. Greece was even less despotic (in terms of absolute rule), yet it conquered more 
territory than its predecessors.  Most significantly, Alexander the Great conquered the known world—
including Jerusalem in 332 BC.  

That belly and thighs of bronze was the third empire in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream. 

Daniel 2:40  And the fourth kingdom shall be hard as iron: forasmuch as iron breaks in pieces and 
crushes all things: and as iron that smashes all these, shall it break in pieces and bruise. 

That is describing the Roman Empire, the government of Rome—the legs of iron—it was largely 
dependent upon popular choice, with the emperor being elected by the military.  The entire area 
previously ruled by Greece was conquered by the Romans, and they certainly broke in pieces, 
bruised, and subdued all things.  

The legs of iron—Rome is the fourth empire, and fourth material (iron) out of the five previously 
counted. 

Roman Emperor Pompey took over much of the Middle East, including Israel, in approximately 63 
BC.  The Roman Empire, while not as noble or splendid as the ones it succeeded, was obviously 
stronger in terms of military might than all the others.  Roman rule prevailed over Jerusalem – even 
when Jesus was there. 

Those legs of iron were the fourth empire in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream. 
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Now, we come to the fifth empire in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream—with a further degrading of the 
elements that represent it—the feet, and the fifth materials, the iron and the clay. 

*This fifth empire is the coming Final Beast Empire that Jesus will destroy at His coming.   

Daniel 2:41  And whereas thou saw the feet and toes, part of potters' clay, and part of iron, the 
kingdom shall be divided; but there shall be in it of the hardness of the iron, forasmuch as thou saw 
the iron mixed with miry clay.  

Verse 41 is frequently seen as a further expounding of the fourth kingdom of verse 40, but notice that 
a definite shift has taken place.  Verse 41 provides a contrast, rather than a clarification: “…the 
kingdom shall be divided; yet the strength of iron shall be in it…”   

This is clearly different from the kingdom that was “hard as iron”.  Verses 40 and 41 are describing 
two different empires. 

Even though this last part of Nebuchadnezzar’s image contains iron—the fourth material; the symbol 
of hardness—there is no reference to it “breaking in pieces” and “bruising” in the same way that the 
Roman Empire did during the fourth empire.   

The emphasis is on the divided nature of this last empire. It is one that has elements of hardness 
and might, and is to be feared in its own way, yet it does not have the unity, nobility, or quality of the 
previous empires.  There is not the same discipline or honor. There is not the same cohesion of 
leadership.  It is an unnatural amalgamation.  

There are five regions of the image, and five materials, but verse 41 does not directly state that there 
is a fifth kingdom.  The second kingdom is not numbered – but it is clearly there.  Because verse 41 
has the word "kingdom," but not the word “fifth,” many have assumed that it is still talking about the 
fourth kingdom.   

But it is clearly different from the fourth kingdom; it is a fifth region, and it contains the fifth material of 
clay, even though the word "fifth" does not appear in its description.  

Instead, it begins with "whereas you saw the feet and toes…" However, because of the counting we 
have done, we could just as easily paraphrase this, "Whereas you saw the fifth part of the image, 
containing the fifth material—the kingdom shall be divided..." 

Daniel 2:42  And as the toes of the feet were a portion of iron, and a portion of clay, so the kingdom 
shall be partly hard, and partly broken or fragile. 

This fifth empire is definitely an unholy alliance – not formed in unity but of unnatural and 
antagonistic parties.  There will not be true cohesion in the empire. 

Daniel 2:43  And whereas thou saw iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mix themselves with the 
seed of men: but they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay. 

Nebuchadnezzar's dream is typically interpreted to illustrate four successive empires or kingdoms.  A 
simple exercise in counting the component parts of the image reveals something else.  

Notice the five distinct materials found in verse 35: 

Daniel 2:35  Then was the iron (1), the clay (2), the bronze (3), the silver (4), and the gold (5). 

A second testimony can be found in Daniel 2:45, where Daniel is then interpreting the dream for 
Nebuchadnezzar: 

Daniel 2:45  Forasmuch as thou saw that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and 
that it brake in pieces the iron (1), the bronze (2), the clay (3), the silver (4), and the gold (5); the 
great God hath made known to the king what shall come to pass hereafter: and the dream is certain, 
and the interpretation thereof sure. 
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Three times God reiterates that there are five materials.  Each time the materials that make up 
Nebuchadnezzar’s image are listed, there are five.  We saw in verses :32 and 33 that the five stages 
of the image were listed. 

Daniel spells out the head (First Kingdom), the chest and arms (Second Kingdom), the belly and 
thighs (Third Kingdom), the legs (Fourth Kingdom), and the feet (Fifth Kingdom). The image, then, 
consists of five regions of the body, and five different materials.  Nowhere does the Bible number 
these parts of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream as being four in number.  

Hundreds of years ago ‘four’ became the accepted number because of a wrong association with a 
personal vision that Daniel had much later.  There is also nothing that would indicate that the Final 
Beast Power would be located in northern Europe per se.  The traditional explanation only accounts 
for four kingdoms. One widely-held viewpoint is that the fourth kingdom, the Roman Empire, would 
continue on until the return of Jesus Christ through a series of revivals.   

This perspective holds that the fifth region, and the fifth material, are both really just the latter end of 
the fourth region and material.  That assumption is inconsistent with Scripture.  Those who see only 
four kingdoms say the fourth kingdom starts out strong but it devolves into weakness.  However, 
degrading over time is normal for all earthly kingdoms and empires, and there is no explanation as to 
why this natural entropy should be highlighted in only one empire.  

The explanation is that the feet are not part of the legs, but that they are in fact a fifth empire that is 
partly fragile and partly hard, contrasted with the fourth empire which was only hard.  

In order to determine whether the feet of iron and clay are in fact a fifth empire, or merely an 
extension of the fourth, we have to first answer what this image as a whole represents.  

All of Five kingdoms here have two things in common:  

First, they are Gentile powers.  However, this does not help much, because there have been 
hundreds of Gentile kingdoms, the overwhelming majority of which the Bible makes no mention at all. 

The second commonality can be found in Luke's version of the end-time Olivet Prophecy.  In it, 
Jesus Christ prophesies, 

Luke 21:24  And [those in Judea, and particularly in Jerusalem] shall fall by the edge of the sword, 
and shall be led away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trampled down of the 
Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.   

Luke 21:27  And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.  

Luke 21:28  And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for 
your redemption draws near. 

The translation "will be trampled" (or "shall be trodden down" in the King James Version) gives the 
impression of a future event.  However, according to E.W. Bullinger's Companion Bible, the Greek 
here actually means "shall be and remain trodden down, in a way that it had never been before. 

In other words, the "trampling" of Jerusalem would not be an event only near the time of the end, but 
Jesus Christ was predicting—prophesying—that Jerusalem would continue to be "trampled" by the 
Gentiles, just as it had been since Nebuchadnezzar’s day, was in Christ’s day by the Romans, and 
until the pre-appointed duration of Gentile dominion over the city was complete at the return of Jesus 
Christ. 

Put more plainly, Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome are all linked by the fact that these 
kingdoms or empires have all ruled over the Promised Land, and particularly over Jerusalem.  They 
have been the instruments of God’s punishment on Judah in prohibiting her from being sovereign 
over the land given to her.  And, in the sixth empire—that subdues them all—Jesus will rule from the 
throne of David! 
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E.W. Bullinger's Companion Bible has this with regard to Daniel 2:40:   

It is interesting that Bullinger recognized these five partitions to Nebuchadnezzar’s dream—and who 
would rule.  Quote: 

“The fifth [Empire] is revealed in vv. 41—43.  The power which was to succeed Rome in the 
possession of Jerusalem was to be the Mohammedan power, which was still in the future when our 
Lord referred to it in Luke 21:24…” 

God was very specifically using Nebuchadnezzar.  Recall Daniel 2:37, where Daniel tells 
Nebuchadnezzar, "You, O king, are a king of kings. For the God of heaven has given you a kingdom, 
power, strength, and glory."  Babylon was one of the oldest kingdoms in existence, first mentioned in 
the Bible all the way back in Genesis 10:10.   

But Nebuchadnezzar was not the first king of Babylon.  Instead, Nebuchadnezzar was the first 
Gentile king who held dominion over the land God promised to the fathers- namely Jerusalem.  
Nebuchadnezzar is the head of the Gentile reign over the Promised Land.  He was the first king to 
capture Jerusalem (in 597 BC), in accordance with God’s decree of Judah’s punishment.   

Jeremiah 21:10  For I have set my face against this city [Jerusalem] for evil, and not for good, saith 
the LORD: it shall be given into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall burn it with fire. 

The consecutive kingdoms of Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream are significant only as they obtained 
possession of Palestine, and particularly possession of Jerusalem.  This world has had many 
kingdoms, and yet only a handful is considered significant in this vision.   

The Bible says nothing about the Incas, the Mayas, or the Aztecs.  It is silent about the Mongols.  
There is no mention of the powerful and enduring dynasties of the Orient.  Even the great kingdom 
of Assyria—the kingdom that took the northern ten tribes of Israel captive long before 
Nebuchadnezzar—is not mentioned here.  

Only those powers which controlled Jerusalem are shown in this image.  

In short, the image is a representation of the "times of the Gentiles," which is God’s punishment that 
will last until the Stone smashes them, and the entire system of Gentile dominion is blown away like 
chaff. 

Even now, when the nation of Israel owns much of its historic land (since the U.N. mandate in 1948), 
it still cannot claim complete control over Jerusalem—specifically East Jerusalem and the Temple 
Mount, upon which sits the al-Aksa Mosque.  Thus, even though Jerusalem has changed hands 
numerous times throughout its history, ever since falling to Nebuchadnezzar, it has essentially been 
under the power of Gentiles.  

This will continue until the return of Jesus Christ (the Stone) when the “times of the Gentiles are 
fulfilled.” 

These two identifying characteristics—that the five kingdoms are (1) Gentile peoples who (2) control 
Jerusalem and prevent a re-establishment of the kingdom of Judah—provide the framework for 
understanding Nebuchadnezzar’s image.  

But this framework also requires that there be a fifth empire, for it has been almost 1700 years since 
the (Western) Roman Empire has held sway over Jerusalem and the Promised Land. 

About, circa 636-638 AD, tribes of Arabic Muslims, under the Caliph Omar ben Al Khattab (or Kaliph 
Umar ibn al-Khattab), conquered Jerusalem.  Since that time, Jerusalem has been ruled by various 
Muslim nations such as Jordan and Egypt, and especially the Turkish Ottoman Empire.  
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Remember how the fifth empire is described as being comprised of dissimilar properties—and 
divided—and the strange language: they shall mingle themselves with the seed of men: but they 
shall not cleave one to another?  

Interestingly, the Ottomans are described as heirs to both Roman and Islamic traditions—an 
incompatible mixture if there ever was one.  

In The Cambridge History of Islam, under the article "The Rise of the Ottoman Empire," it is observed 
that: 

The [Ottoman] empire was at the centre of interactions between the Eastern and Western 
worlds for six centuries. The Ottoman Empire was in many respects an Islamic successor to 
earlier Mediterranean empires—namely the Roman and Byzantine empires. As such, the 
Ottomans regarded themselves as the heirs to both Roman and Islamic traditions, and hence 
rulers of a "Universal Empire" through this "unification of cultures".  

Thus, since the early seventh century, Jerusalem has essentially remained under Islamic rule.  The 
Byzantine Empire continued to hold sway over Jerusalem after the fall of Rome and the Western 
Empire, but eventually the Ottoman Empire became the dominant force in the region.  Rome has 
been off the radar of Jerusalem since the fifth century. 

Even today, Jerusalem is a divided city, and a Muslim mosque—a pagan temple—is sitting on top of 
the Temple Mount.  The Jews have nuclear weapons, and the best-trained and –equipped army in 
the region, but the Muslims wield the power when it comes to the Temple Mount—the focal point of 
Jerusalem.  

We can see, especially in the face of such a bizarre match-up, that the Muslims actually have the 
authority to be there—for now—just like Nebuchadnezzar had the authority to do what he did 
because of God’s punishment of Israel and Judah.  

The “times of the Gentiles” of which Jesus spoke have not yet been fulfilled.  Understanding this 
aspect of Nebuchadnezzar's image does not actually tell us who the beast of Revelation will be.  
What it shows us is, in general, where one power is located that has been given the authority to 
oppose Judah.   

But God's people have always had many enemies, and just knowing who will generally control 
Jerusalem until Christ returns does not tell us concretely who the beast will be.  

But what it does tell us is that Nebuchadnezzar's dream is not synonymous with Daniel's dream found 
in chapter 7.  However, both Nebuchadnezzar's dream and Daniel’s vision do contain a prophecy of 
the Final Beast Empire. 

Daniel 2:41  And whereas thou saw the feet and [ten] toes, part of potters' clay, and part of iron, the 
kingdom shall be divided; but there shall be in it of the hardness of the iron, forasmuch as thou saw 
the iron mixed with miry clay.  [Trampling down with the feet is the characteristic of the Final Beast 
Empire.] 

Daniel 7:7  After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and 
strong exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: it devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the 
residue with the feet of it: and it was diverse from all the beasts that were before it; and it had ten 
horns. 
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In Psalms we find a prophetic (no historical example exists) list of ten largely Islamic nations listed.  

Psalms 83:4  [The enemies of the Lord] have said, Come, and let us cut them off [exterminate them] 
from being a nation; that the name of Israel may be no more in remembrance.  

Psalms 83:5  For they have consulted together with one consent: they are confederate against thee:  

Psalms 83:6  The tabernacles of Edom, and the Ishmaelites; of Moab, and the Hagarenes;  

Psalms 83:7  Gebal, and Ammon, and Amalek; the Philistines with the inhabitants of Tyre;  

Psalms 83:8  Assyria also is joined with them: they have helped the children of Lot.  Selah. 

Once we understand that Nebuchadnezzar’s image describes five kingdoms rather than four, we 
suddenly have a major difference between the visions in Daniel 2 and Daniel 7.   

In fact, there are several other significant differences that confirm that Daniel and Nebuchadnezzar 
were seeing different things.  There is an overlap, because the time of the end is contained within 
both dreams, but the dreams are not synonymous. 

In the Worldwide Church of God, we historically tried to shoehorn Daniel 2 and Daniel 7 to be one 
prophecy with totally different symbols.   

The head of gold is a lion; the chest and arms of silver are a bear; the belly and thighs of bronze are a 
four headed leopard; and the legs of iron are the ten revivals because of the ten toes. 

The overall difference between the two dreams is that Nebuchadnezzar was given a dream of the 
beginning and the duration of Gentile dominion over Jerusalem and the Promised Land, while Daniel 
was given a vision of the very end of that dominion.  

Nebuchadnezzar saw five consecutive Gentile kingdoms, spanning two and half millennia.  

On the other hand, Daniel saw four beasts that are all in existence at the same time when the 
Messiah returns.  

According to Nebuchadnezzar's dream, a revived Roman Empire is not our concern.  The Roman 
Empire has gone the way of Greece, Persia, and Babylon, and a different stubborn, violent, 
disorganized, partly-weak-and-partly-strong power now holds sway in the Promised Land. 

Daniel 2:44-45 pictures the fulfillment of the gospel of the Kingdom of God: 

And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall 
never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces 
and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever. Inasmuch as you saw that the 
stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the 
bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold — the great God has made known to the king what 
will come to pass after this. The dream is certain, and its interpretation is sure. 

The time of Gentile dominion over Jerusalem or the holy land will be entirely ended.  The entire 
system of Gentile domination over the holy land—Jerusalem, specifically—will be blown away, never 
to have a place again.  

The entire system will be replaced by the Kingdom of God, ruled by Jesus Christ. 

Credit for context: David Grabbe. 
 

End:  Final Beast Empire 


